
Emerging Economies Doctoral Student Award Winners 
 
The Emerging Economies Doctoral Student Award (EEDSA) has been created by the 
Production and Operations Management Society (POMS) to establish institutional 
linkages to reach out to future scholars in emerging economies, to encourage their 
development and to facilitate building connection to POMS. The emerging economies 
are grouped into the following three regions for the purpose of this award: Africa, 
Asia‐Pacific, and Latin America and Caribbean. 
 

EEDSA Winners 2011 
 
Vanumamalai Kannan is a final year Ph.D. scholar in the Department of Management, 
Birla Institute of Technology, Mesra, India. He has recently submitted his thesis in the 
area of logistical services marketing and is awaiting defense. 
His research interests include benchmarking, carrier 
selection, logistics and supply chain management, and 
analytic hierarchy process. His papers have appeared/ got 
accepted for publication in several journals such as The IUP 
Journal of Operations Management, Benchmarking: an 
International Journal, Management Research Review, and 
ICFAI Journal of International Business. He has also 
presented/ published papers in conferences held in India/ 
abroad in institutes like Indian Institute of Management, Ahmedabad; ICFAI business 
school, Hyderabad, and Carleton University, Canada. He is a reviewer to three 
international journals viz. Benchmarking: an International Journal, Management 
Research Review, and International Journal of Management Perspectives. He is a 
member of various international associations such as POMS, EUROMA, INFORMS, and 
International Society on Multiple Criteria Decision Making. 
 
 
Adriana Leiras holds a B.Sc. and a M.Sc. in Industrial Engineering from Pontifical 
Catholic University of Rio de Janeiro – PUC-Rio, Brazil (2006 and 2004). She is currently 
in the final stage of her PhD program at PUC-Rio. Her thesis is 
entitled “Optimization under Uncertainty for Integrated Tactical 
and Operational Planning of the Oil Supply Chain”. As part of 
her doctoral program at PUC-Rio, she developed research for 
one year at the University of Waterloo (Canada). She worked for 
about 3 years in a large print media company, acting in the 
areas of procurement, planning and production control, and 
process engineering. Since 2005, she has worked at the Center 
of Excellence in Optimization Solutions (NExO/PUC-Rio) where 
she has participated of research and consulting projects and co-
authored papers that were published in conference proceedings 
and journals. Her main research interests are in planning and production control and 
optimization of supply chains. 
 
 



 

Zhongyi Liu is currently working as a PhD candidate at the Department of 
Management Science and Information Systems, Guanghua School of Management, 
Peking University. He received his bachelor’s degree in 
applied mathematics. Upon graduation, he joined the 
doctoral program at the Guanghua School of 
Management, where he works as a teaching assistant of 
Operations and Supply Chain Management at both MBA 
and undergraduate level. His research interests include 
supply chain management, inventory and production 
planning, and the interface between finance and 
operations. He has published papers in several journals 
and given presentation at many academic conferences. Currently, he is working in the 
area of hedging supply chain risks with financial derivatives and supply chain financing. 
In addition, he has been involved in many projects such as sales evaluation for GSK, 
strategic development planning for Xintian Park, Guiyang province, etc. 
 

Manish Shukla is a Doctoral student in Quantitative Methods and Operations 
Management area, Indian Institute of Management Kozhikode, (Kerala) India. He is 
B.Tech in Manufacturing Engineering from National 
Institute of Foundry and Forge Technology (NIFFT) 
Ranchi, India. His research papers have appeared in 
International Journals of repute such as International 
Journal of production Research (IJPR). He has also 
presented papers in National and International 
Conferences. He has worked in diverse areas like supply 
chain management, e-procurement, container terminal 
scheduling, and logistics. He has also served as a referee 
for International Journals such as European Journal of 
Operational Research (EJOR), Journal of Operations Management (JOM). He has been 
awarded The Tejeshwar Singh Memorial Fellowships 2009 in the area of Business & 
Management by SAGE Publications, Highly Commended award for FRESH SUPPLY 
CHAIN MANAGEMENT in the year 2009 by Emerald/ AIMA Indian Management 
Research Fund Award. He also received Scholarship from International Federation of 
Operations Research Societies (IFORS) to attend the XV Latin American Summer School 
on Operations Research ELAVIO 2010. He is currently working on his book “Food 
Supply Chain Management”.  


